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A 

bill 

to 

Better the condition of Labourers in Ireland. a.d. is 83. 

TT^HEKEAS it is expedient to make provision for the building 
' an( l maintenance of improved dwellings for agricultural 
labourers in Ireland and for the better sanitary accommodation of 
themselves and them families : 

5 Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : 

1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Labourers Short title. 

10 (Ireland) Act, 1883. 

2. This Act shall extend to Ireland only. Extent of 

. * Act. 

3. Eor the purposes of this Act the terms “ rural sanitary dis- Description 
trict ” (lierein-after called the sanitary district) and “rural sanitary of rural 
authority” (lierein-after called the sanitary authority) shall have SstrSand 

15 the meanings assigned to them respectively by the sixth section of rnrai sanitary 
the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, and this Act shall, in so far ™ 
as is consistent with the scope and tenor thereof, be construed as c. 52. s. 6. 
one with the said Act. 

Scheme by Sanitary Authority. 

20 4. Where a representation as herein-after mentioned is made to Sanitary 

the sanitary authority that the existing house accommodation for t0 

agricultural labourers and their families within the area under the provemeut 
jurisdiction of such sanitary authority, or any section of such area, scheme - 
to be defined in such representation, is deficient or unfit for human 

25 habitation owing to dilapidation, the want of light, air, ventilation, 
or proper conveniences, or to any other sanitary defects, and that 
such deficiency or sanitary defects cannot be effectually remedied 
otherwise than by an improvement scheme for the erection of other 
dwellings in lieu of or in addition to the dwellings already existing 

40 in the sanitary district or section thereof respectively, the sanitary 
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A/D. 1883. authority shall take suck representation into their consideration, 
and if satisfied of the truth thereof, and of the sufficiency of their 
resources, shall pass a resolution that such sanitary district or section 
thereof is a residential^ defective area, and that an improvement 
scheme ought to he made in respect of such area, and after passing 5 
such resolution they shall forthwith proceed to make a scheme for 
the improvement of such area. 

Provided always, that two or more sanitary districts or two or 
more sections thereof maybe included in one improvement scheme. 

Represen- 5. A representation in pursuance of the last preceding section 10 
whom to shall mean a representation signed by not less than twelve persons 
be made. rated for the relief of the poor within the sanitary district or section 
thereof with reference to which the representation is made. The 
representation, if made on the ground of insufficient house accommo- 
dation, shall set forth specific instances of such insufficiency, and if 15 
made on the ground of sanitary defects shall be accompanied by a 
certificate of a sanitary officer of the sanitary authority to which 
the representation is made in corroboration of the sanitary defects 
alleged. The representation shall also define the area to which the 
scheme is to apply, and shall contain a suggestion on the part of 20 
the signatories as to the locality or localities in their opinion most 
suitable for the erection of the proposed new dwellings. 

Requisites 6. The improvement scheme of a sanitary authority shall be 
ment Kfeeme accompanied by maps, particulars, and estimates ; it may exclude 
of sanitary any part of the area in respect of which a representation is made, 25 
authority. 01 . ; } n case 0 f a sec tion of a sanitary district, may include any neigh- 
bouring lands within that district if the sanitary authority are of 
opinion that such exclusion is expedient or inclusion is necessary 
for making their scheme efficient for the purposes for which it is 
intended ; it may also provide for the widening of existing or for 30 
the opening of new roads and highways ; it shall distinguish the 
lands proposed to be taken compulsorily. It shall further propose 
the erection of a sufficient number of labourers cottages so as to 
provide for the accommodation of the labouring class in suitable 
dwellings ; it shall also provide for proper sanitary arrangements, 35 
and for a plot or garden of half a statute acre being attached to each 
dwelling. It may also provide for such scheme or any part thereof 
being carried out and effected by the person entitled to the first 
estate of freehold in any property, subject to the scheme or with 
the concurrence of such person, under the superintendence and 40 
control of the sanitary authority, and upon such terms and con- 
ditions to be embodied in the scheme as may be agreed upon 
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between tbe sanitary authority and such person. The scheme shall A.D. 1883 . 

in every case contain a statement of the rents which are to be paid 

by the tenants of the dwellings intended to be erected to the 
sanitary authority, and whether it be proposed that these rents shall 
5 cease after the lapse of a certain number of year’s or otherwise. 

Confirmation of Scheme. 

7. Upon the completion of an improvement scheme the local Improve- 
authority shall publish during three consecutive weeks in the month ^ e p r ^_ eme 
of September, or October, or November in some one and the same si'onai Order 
10 newspaper circulating within the jurisdiction of the sanitary autho- 

rity, or, if there be no such newspaper, in the newspaper published Parliament, 
nearest thereto, an advertisement stating the fact of a scheme 
having been made, the limits of the area to which the scheme 
relates, and naming a place within such area, or in the vicinity 
15 thereof, where a copy of the scheme may be seen at all reasonable 
hours, and during the month next following the month in which 
such advertisement is published serve a notice on every owner or 
reputed owner, lessee or reputed lessee, and occupier of any lands 
proposed to be taken compulsorily, so far as such persons can 
20 reasonably be ascertained, stating that such lands are proposed to 
be taken compulsorily for the purpose of an improvement scheme, 
and in the case of any owner or reputed owner, lessee or reputed 
lessee, requiring an answer stating whether the person so served 
dissents or not in respect of taking such lands, such notice to be 
25 served — 

{a.) By delivery of the same personally to the person required to 
be served, or, if such person is absent abroad or cannot be found, 
to his agent, or if no agent can be found, then by leaving the 
same od the premises ; or 

30 (5.) By leaving the same at the usual or last known place of 

abode of such person as aforesaid ; or 

(c.) By forwarding the same by post in a prepaid letter addressed 
to the usual or last known place of abode of such person. 

One notice addressed to the occupier or occupiers without naming 
35 him or them and left at any house shall be deemed to be a notice 
served on the occupier or on all the occupiers of any such house. 

Upon compliance with the provisions contained in this section Petition to 
with respect to the publication of an advertisement and the service ^ e ° r ^^" 
of notices, the sanitary authority shall present a petition to the Board. 

40 Local Government Board praying that an order may be made con- 
firming such scheme. The petition shall be accompanied by a copy 
of the scheme and shall state the names of the owners or reputed 
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A.D. 1883. owners, lessees or reputed lessees, wlio have dissented in respect of 
the taking their lands, and shall he supported hy such evidence as 
the Local Government Board (in this Act referred to as the con- 
firming authority) may from time to time require. 

If, on consideration of the petition and on proof of the publication 5 
of the proper advertisements and the service of the proper notices, 
the confirming authority think fit to proceed with the case, they 
shall direct a local inquiry to he held in or in the vicinity of the 
area to which the scheme relates for the purpose of ascertaining the 
correctness of the representation made as to the area and deficiency 10 
in agricultural labourers residential accommodation and sanitary 
defects thereof and the sufficiency of the scheme provided for its 
improvement, and any local objections to he made to such scheme. 

After receiving the report made upon such inquiry the confirming 
authority may make a Provisional Order declaring the limits of the 15 
area to which the scheme relates, fixing the rents at which the 
proposed dwellings are to be let, and authorising such scheme to be 
carried into execution. Such Provisional Order may he made either 
absolutely or with such conditions and modifications of the scheme 
as the confirming authority may think fit, so that no addition be 20 
made to the lands proposed in the scheme to he taken compulsorily, 
and it shall be the duty of the sanitary authority to serve a copy of 
any Provisional Order so made in the manner and upon the persons 
in which and upon whom notices in respect of lands proposed to be 
taken compulsorily are required by this Act to be served, except 25 
tenants for a month or a less period than a month. 

A Provisional Order made in pursuance of this section shall not be 
of any validity until and unless it has been confirmed by Act of 
Parliament, and it shall be lawful for the confirming authority as 
soon as conveniently may be to obtain such confirmation ; and any 30 
Provisional Order made in pursuance of this Act, when confirmed 
by Parliament with such modification as may seem fit to Parliament, 
shall be deemed to be a Public General Act of Parliament, and is in 
this Act referred to as the confirming Act. 

The co nfirmin g authority may make such order as they think fit 35 
in favour of any persons whose lands were proposed by the scheme 
to be taken compulsorily for the allowance of the reasonable costs, 
charges, and expenses properly incurred by him in opposing such 
scheme. 

All costs, charges, and expenses incurred by the co nfirmin g 40 
authority in relation to any Provisional Order under this Act shall, 
to such amount as the confirming authority think proper to direct, 
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and all costs, charges, and expenses of any person, to such amount 
as may he allowed by the confirming authority in pursuance of the 
aforesaid power, shall be deemed to be an expense incurred by the 
sanitary authority under this Act, and shall be paid to the 
5 confirming authority and to such person respectively, in such 
manner and at such times, and either in one sum or by instalments, 
as the confirming authority may order, with power for the 
confirming authority to direct interest to be paid, at such rate, not 
exceeding five pounds in the hundred by the year, as the confirming 
10 authority may determine, upon any sum for the time being due 
in respect of such costs, charges, and expenses as aforesaid. 

Any order made by the confirming authority in pursuance of 
this section may be made a rule of the Queen’s Bench Division 
of Her Majesty’s High Court of Justice in Ireland, and be enforced 
15 accordingly. 

8. Where any Bill for confirming a Provisional Order authorising 
an improvement scheme is referred to a Committee of either 
House of Parliament upon the petition of any person opposing 
such Bill, the Committee shall take into consideration the circum- 

20 stances under which such opposition was made to the Bill, and 
whether such opposition was or was not justified by such circum- 
stances, and shall award costs accordingly to be paid by the 
promoters or the opponents of the Bill as the Committee may 
think just. 

25 Any costs under this section may be taxed and recovered in the 
manner in which costs may be taxed and recovered under the 
Act of the session of the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth years 
of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter twenty-seven. 

The decision of the majority of the members of the Committee 
30 for the time being present and voting on any question under this 
section shall be deemed to be the decision of the Committee. 

9. Where a representation is made to the sanitary authority with 
a view to their passing a resolution in favour of an improvement 
scheme, and they fail to pass any resolution in relation to such 

35 representation, or pass a resolution to the effect that they will not 
proceed with such scheme, such sanitary authority shall as soon as 
possible send a copy of the representation, accompanied by their 
reasons for not acting upon it, to the co nfirmin g authority, and 
upon the receipt thereof the confirming authority may direct a local 
40 inquiry to be held and a report to be made to them with respect 
to the correctness of the representation made to the sanitary autho- 
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rity, and any matters connected therewith on which the confirming 
authority may desire to he informed. 



Duty of Local Authority to carry Scheme , when confirmed , into 
execution. 

10 . When the confirming Act authorising any improvement 5 
scheme of a sanitary authority under this Act has been passed by 
Parliament, it shall be the duty of that authority to take steps for 
purchasing the lands required for the scheme, and otherwise for 
carrying the scheme into execution, as soon as practicable. They 
may sell or let all or any part of the area to which suck scheme 10 
relates to any purchasers or lessees for the purposes and under the 
condition that such purchasers or lessees will, as respects the land 
so purchased by or leased to them, carry the scheme into execution, 
and in particular they may insert in any grant or lease of any part 
of the area provisions binding the grantor or lessee to build thereon 13 
as in the grant or lease prescribed, and to maintain and repair the 
buildings, and prescribing the maximum rents to be charged 
therefor, and prohibiting the division of buildings, and any addition 
to or alteration of the character of buildings, without the consent 
of the sanitary authority, and for the re- vesting of the land in the 20 
sanitary authority, or their re-entry thereon on breach of any 
provision in the grant or lease, and also that there shall be attached 
to each dwelling so to be erected, by such grantor or lessee a plot 
of ground of half a statute acre. 

Provided that in any grant or lease of any part of the area to 25 
which the scheme shall apply the sanitary authority shall impose 
suitable conditions and restrictions as to the elevation, size, and 
design of the dwellings and the extent of the accommodation to be 
afforded thereby, and shall make due provision for the maintenance 
of proper sanitary arrangements. 30 

The sanitary authority may, where they think it expedient so to 
do, without themselves acquiring the land, or after or subject to 
their acquiring any part thereof, contract with the person entitled 
to the first estate of freehold in any land comprised in an improve- 
ment scheme for the carrying out of the scheme in respect of such 35 
land by such person. 

11 . If within tioo years after the confirmation of any Provisional 
a Order under this Act the sanitary authority have failed to make 
arrangements for the erection of labourers dwellings the confirming 
authority may order the said land to be sold by public auction or 40 
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public tender with full power to fix a reserve price subject to the A.D. 1883 . 

conditions imposed by the scheme, and to any modifications thereof 

which may be made in pursuance of this Act, and to a special 
condition on the part of the purchaser to erect upon the said land 
5 labourers dwellings in accordance with plans to be approved by the 
sanitary authority, and subject to such other reservations and regu- 
lations as the confirming authority may deem necessary. 

12. Any sanitary authority may for the purposes and subject to Power to 
the provisions of this Act purchase or take on lease, sell, or ex- [ a “ r ^ nse 

10 change any lands within their district, and may for the like purposes, 
or for the proper drainage or sanitary requirements of the labourers 
dwellings within their district, purchase, either within or without 
their district, any land covered with water, or any water or right to 
take or convey water. 

15 Any lands acquired by a sanitary authority in pursuance of any 
powers in this Act contained, and not required for the purpose for 
which they were acquired, shall, except where otherwise expressly 
provided by this Act (unless the Local Government Board other- 
wise direct), be sold at the best price that can be gotten for the 
20 same, and the proceeds of such sale shall be applied towards the 
discharge of any principal moneys which have been borrowed by 
such authority on the security of the fund or rate applicable by 
them for the general purposes of this Act, or, if no such principal 
moneys are outstanding, shall be carried to the account of such fund 
25 or rate. 

13 . With respect to the purchase of lands by a sanitary authority Emulations 
for the purposes of this Act the Lands Clauses Acts shall be incor- ^J^nliod 
porated with this Act, in so far as the same are applicable to the 
purposes of this Act, and are not inconsistent therewith. 

30 14. After the passing of any Act confirming any Provisional Enforcing 

Order under this Act the sanitary authority may put in force with t0 
reference to the lands referred to in such order the powers of the puisory pur- 
Lands Clauses Acts with respect to the purchase and taking of lands cbase ' 
otherwise than by agreement, or any of them, and either absolutely 
35 or with such conditions and modifications as the Board may think 
fit, and it shall be the duty of the sanitary authority to serve a copy 
of any order so confirmed in the manner and on the in which 
and on whom notices in respect of such lands are required to be 
served. 

40 15 . The Treasury may authorise the Board of Works to advance Ad *“ c f ® r of 

from time to time, out of any moneys in their hands, to sanitary purposes of 
[29.] B Act - 
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A.D. 1883. authorities such sums as the Treasury think expedient for the pur- 
~ ~ pose of purchasing convenient sites and the erection of suitable 

labourers dwellings thereupon, and for such other purposes in 
furtherance of the better accommodation of the class of agricultural 
labourers as contemplated by this Act. 5 

Advances made by the Board of Works to a sanitary authority in 
pursuance of this section shall be repayable within such periods and 
at such rate of interest as are set forth in a Minute of the Treasury, 
made on the sixteenth day of August one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy -nine, with reference to loans to which section two of 10 
42 & 43 Vict. the Public Works Loans Act, 1879, applies, or as the Treasury may 
e * ,7 ' from time to time fix in pursuance of that section, and, save as 
regards such periods and rate of interest, the enactments relating to 
loans made by the Board of Works for the like purposes to those 
above in this section mentioned, shall, so far as is consistent with 15 
this section, apply in like manner as if an advance under this section 
were a loan made in pursuance of those enactments. 

16 . The advances made under the last preceding section by the 
Board of Works to the sanitary authority are to be secured upon a 
rate which the sanitary authority are hereby empowered to make 20 
upon the poor law valuation of the sanitary district over which such 
authority has jurisdiction. This rate shall be called the agricul- 
tural labourers dwellings improvement rate, and shall be struck at 
such a sum as shall suffice to repay the principal advanced by 
the Board of Works, together with interest thereon, at such an amount 25 
per centum and within such a period as the Treasury may 
determine. 

17. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context, the following 

terms have the meanings herein-af ter respectively assigned to them ; 
(that is to say,) 30 

“ Local Government Board ” means the Local Government Board 
for Ireland : 

“ Sanitary authority ” means rural sanitary authority as by this 
Act defined : 

“Lands Clauses Acts 35 means and includes the Lands Clauses 36 
Consolidation Act, 1845, as the same is amended by the Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Acts Amendment Act, 1860 ; the Rail- 
ways Act (Ireland), 1851 ; the Railways Act (Ireland), 1860 ; the 
Railways Act (Ireland), 1864 ; and the Railway Traverse Act : 

“ Treasury ” means the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury : 40 
“Board of Works 33 means the Commissioners of Public Works 
in Ireland : 



Interpreta- 
tion of terms. 



8 & 9 Vict. 
c. 18. 

23 & 24 Vict. 
c. 106. 

14 & 16 Vict. 
c. 70. 

23 & 24 Vict. 
c. 97. 

27 & 28 Vict. 
c. 71. 

14 & 15 Vict. 
e. 70. 
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“ Agricultural labourers 5 5 means persons who are habitually a.D. 1883. 
employed in the cultivation of the soil or who gain then- liveli- 
hood thereby, and includes the families of such persons. 
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(Prepared and brought in by 
Mr. T. P. O'Connor, Mr. Par net/, Sir^Joeeph 
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